Delegation from the Republic of Ecuador
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council

The topics before the United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) are: Education in Post-Conflict Situations, Implementing SDG 7: Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable and Modern Energy for All and Promoting the Political, Socioeconomic, and Cultural Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Republic of Ecuador (Ecuador) is deeply committed to the primary goals of the United Nations, particularly the guarantee of fundamental human rights for everybody.
I. [bookmark: _Hlk1251264]Education in Post-Conflict Situations
The outbreak of an armed conflict, a natural disaster or an other humanitarian crisis always causes a brutal disruption of the everyday life of the concerned civil population. As public institutions are damaged or destroyed and people can’t leave their houses, the whole public life is blocked, the health care services and the whole educational system breaks down and often the reestablishment of these institutions drags on for years. Especially for children this interruption of the daily routine creates a vacuum in the development of early childhood. As a consequence, the overcome of traumas and the return to a normal and regulated life is nearly impossible. In 2012, the Ecuadorian government registered a total of 55 480 refugees on the State’s territory; the majority of them fleeing from the armed conflicts in Colombia. According to the United Nation Refugee Agency Ecuador nearly a quarter of them were children who were forced to abandon not only their country and suspend the course of their education. As these Colombians often stay in refugee camps in remote areas near the border, basic health and education services are provided not sufficiently or not at all. 
When the Ecuadorian society suffered three years ago because of the destructive earthquake in mid-April in 2016, the Ecuadorian Ministry of Education proved its ability to react fast and professionally. They had established a culturally appropriate emergency curriculum in advance which was ready for implementation. Thanks to a close cooperation between the Ecuadorian government and various international nongovernmental organization, as the Flemish Association for Development Cooperation and Technical Assistance VVOB, it achieved to restore the educational system quickly and in a coordinated way. In 2018, the Security Council (SC) Conference aimed to strengthen the protection of children in armed conflicts and adopted in this context resolution 2427. In this context, the Ecuadorian delegate Helena del Carmen Yánez stressed the responsibility of the government not only to meet the most urgent needs of the population after a humanitarian crisis but to focus also on mid- and long-term programs like the reconstruction of an intact school system. Ecuador calls for the universal ratification of the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and seeks for an adequate funding through a cooperation of public institution and private stakeholders. As Ecuador fully supports the protection of students, teachers and schools and recognize the negative consequences of violence during childhood, Ecuador’s Constitution prohibits any forced recruitment to its armed forces and its military. It remains voluntary. 
After the end of an armed conflict or a catastrophe, States should not only reconquer the territory but develop also long-term educational programs to ensure the return to normal life. To improve the situation of refugees fleeing into neighbor countries, latter should foster closer cooperation and provide basic services like food, health and education in the established refugee camps. Through the previous creation of emergency plans, as it was the case after the Earthquake in Ecuador, the restauration of the educational system can be accelerated and coordinated. 
II. Implementing SDG 7: Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable and Modern Energy for All
The access of safe, sustainable and modern energy for the whole population is one of the mid- and long-term goals of the Ecuadorian Government. By now, the country stopped to depend on electrical interconnection with his neighbor countries as it reached its autonomy regarding the production of energy. Because of large financing programs in the market fields of generation, transmission and distribution of sustainable energy, the efficiency and the sustainability of the electric sector increased significantly. In 2016 for instance 69,9% of the consumed energy was obtained from renewable resources. Consequently, Ecuador was able to sink the consumption of fossil fuels. 
Ecuador took various measures in order to strengthen his legal and political framework regarding SDG 7 and build a basis in order to facilitate the sustainable development. Beside the “Ley Orgánica del Servicio Público de Energía Eléctrica” passed in 2015, the government developed different political agendas for the next decades concerning the electric and the hydrocarbon as well as the fuel gas sector. The global group “Routine Flaring 2030”, an initiative introduced by the World Bank is a union of governments (Ecuador among them), oil companies and development institutions. It recognizes routine flaring as unsustainable and strives for eliminating routine flaring till 2030. In order to foster cooperation on a national level, the “SDGs Strategic Thinking Group” was formed and connects important public institutions as well as companies, educational facilities and civil society. In 2016, the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) in the Ecuadorian capital Quito welcomed 30,000 participants from 167 countries. As one of the first big conferences after the adoption of the Agenda 2030, it was a platform to exchange first ideas about the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Regarding goal Nr.7 the focus was laid especially on urban areas and cities as they will play a key role in the utilization of modern and innovative energy resources in the future. 
The National Secretary of Planification and Development (SENPLADES) formulated three main goals promoting renewable energies and the correspondent methods to monitor them. First, the universal availability of sustainable energy should be guaranteed through an extension of the energetic infrastructure. Although the importance of urban regions was stressed, this program should also take into consideration the connection of rural and remote areas. Second, the already high percentage of renewable energies should be increased continuously. As both objectives requires capital investment, a broad network between national institutions and private stakeholder is essential. In order to foster also the integration of research institutes further conferences of the mentioned “SDGs Strategic Thinking Group” should take place. 
III. Promoting the Political, Socioeconomic, and Cultural Rights of Indigenous Peoples
With the declaration of the year 2019 as the official International Year of Indigenous Languages (IYIL 2019), the United Nations stress the need to protect and promote the rights of indigenous people all over the world. Although on the base of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP) a lot of efforts have already been made towards strengthening the position of indigenous groups, latter often live below the poverty line and are discriminated against on a political and a socioeconomic level. As the standards of living between them and the rest of the population differs a lot, indicators regarding health or education like children mortality and the illiteracy rate are much more alarming within indigenous populations. For Ecuador the issue of harmonizing the interests between the different populations is one of utmost importance, as the country counts with an estimated percentage of 25 to 30 of various indigenous peoples. Since the year 2008 the country has been acknowledged as a State of intercultural and multinational rights, which includes that the presence of different communities, peoples and nationalities as afro Ecuadorians and mestizo groups is acknowledged officially.
The Ecuadorian State has ratified many treaties all stressing the principal rights of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR); for example the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) ratified on the 22 September 1966 or the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which stresses the importance of protecting the rights of indigenous women and children. The UNDRIP directly influenced in the Constitution of Ecuador as it recognizes that the human rights established in international instruments, including not only treaties, but also the Declaration, are directly applicable and enforceable (Article 11.3). After the reelection in 2008, the government under President Correa initiated a series of political measures destinated to increase the involvement and the integration of indigenous people and to strengthen the dialogue between them and the governmental organizations. Especially through the Intercultural Education Law in 2011, it strives for guaranteeing the right of indigenous peoples to learn in their own language and culture. The umbrella organization CONAIE (Confederación de Nacionalidades Indígenas del Ecuador) has already existed since 1986 promoting the rights and representing the demands of the different indigenous nationalities on a political, social and economical basis. As it is represented in the national parliament through the party Movimiento de Unidad Plurinacional Pachakutik (Pachakutik), it was able to pass a multitude of different laws in favor of the indigenous population. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz Ecuador “stands at a crossroad” stressing the progress that Ecuador has made under the new government since 2008. As most indigenous people lives in rural and remote areas especially in the Amazonas region, the Ecuadorian State has to extend the infrastructure and increase the accessibility of indigenous communities. In the context of the IYIL 2019 bilingual education in state-run schools should continue according to the Intercultural Education Law to prevent the extinction of Indigenous languages. As the previous governments oppressed the development and the expression of indigenous groups, the actual government should provide amnesty to indigenous leaders, who were criminalized during the previous regime.
