Delegation from the Republic of Guatemala
Position Paper for the General Assembly

The topics brought before the United Nations (UN) General Assembly (GA) are: The Role of Emerging Technologies in International Security and Disarmament; Improving Mechanisms for Accountability and Transparency within the UN System; and the Intensification of Efforts to Eliminate All Forms of Violence against Women. The Republic of Guatemala is deeply committed to peace and development within a framework of tolerance, equity and social inclusion. We trust the international community will continue to cooperate with us and the UN in the full implementation of the UN Charta and the achievement of the mentioned goals in regard to the agenda. 
I. The Role of Emerging Technologies in International Security and Disarmament
Nowadays, the international community cannot think globally without thinking of technology and the constant advance and development of it. Technology is the very core of the globalized infrastructure that we operate on today, as well as the main source of military threat in rising conflicts. When it comes to emerging technologies, we must realise that with great power comes great responsibility. The Republic of Guatemala, as well as several neighbouring Caribbean and Latin American UN Member States (MS), are working on providing access to internet and communication services for their entire population, in order to further develop their nations and successfully combat illiteracy, inequity and poverty in rural areas. Simultaneously, a proactive response to cybercrime must be further developed to counter threats rising form emerging technologies. 
As a Non-Nuclear Weapon State (NNWs), the Republic of Guatemala is a state party to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT), as well as the Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC) and the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC). We additionally are a signatory to the Latin American and Caribbean nuclear-weapon-free-zone Treaty (NWFZ). We were one of the 125 States to sign the Joint Statement on the Humanitarian Consequences of Nuclear Weapons from the UN First Committee, and so compromise to the objective of a world free of nuclear weapons and mass destruction, and the promotion of total disarmament. We closely cooperate with the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) through the Global Programme in Cybercrime, which supports regional institutions of the justice sector to prosecute and sentence cybercrime cases. Contingently, we stand in full support of the GA resolution A/72/315 on developments on the field of information and telecommunications in the context of international security, with the goal to maintain this issue on the forefront of the GA’s agenda. The Republic of Guatemala and the space agency of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (United Kingdom) have signed a memorandum which will allow the usage of technology in the combat against illegal deforestation in Guatemalan territory through the implementation of a system of tele-detection and satellite navigation with tracing technology.
As of 2017, an insufficient number of 38% of MS possess a cybersecurity strategy. We urge all MS to collaborate with the UNODC through the Global Programme in Cybercrime, to identify which governmental sectors are most vulnerable to cyberattacks and to develop a counter strategy in order to overcome security challenges posed by the advance of information technology. We recommend the creation of a specified international framework for information technology. We further encourage MS to innovatively cooperate to venture the advantages of technology for the achievement of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), similar to how we ae currently cooperating with the space agency of the United Kingdom. Since Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) are particularly susceptible to misuse, we suggest founding the development of said technologies and the strategy to counter attacks on and through UAVs through Public Private Partnerships (PPPs), as well as the creation of international UAV laws concerning their usage and import through private persons. The Republic of Guatemala is convinced, that through open cooperation and exchange, the emerging of new technologies can become a cause of celebration, rather than a cause of fear and concern. 
II. Improving Mechanisms for Accountability and Transparency within the UN System
According to Article 1 of the UN Charter, one of the main purposes of the UN is to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of common ends. Therefore, conflict between MS frequently affects the UN, and it can lead to the lowering of integrity within the UN bodies. The Republic of Guatemala welcomes the decision of the President of the GA, to oath to truthfully exercise the entrusted functions by the Charter and the Code of Ethics in all loyalty without seeking or accepting instructions in regard to the performance of her duties from any external source. Nevertheless, it is still essential to further strengthen the accountability strategy within the UN to facilitate the full implementation of human rights and to counter possible retaliation. 
The Republic of Guatemala fully supports the UN Convention against Corruption put into place by the UNODC as an international transparency measure, as well as the GA resolution 60/248 on ensuring that UN staff is working with the highest degree of integrity. The Guatemalan national authorities have been associating with the UN International Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) in the processing of numerous cases of corruption since 2017. In order to take a step forward in the strengthening of the Guatemalan institutions to guarantee continuity in the fight against corruption, this cooperation has been recently terminated, since the CICIG has itself become a threat to the peace of the Republic of Guatemala after losing its integrity and inducing institutions to participate in corruption. We additionally applaud the GA resolution 60/260, Investigating in the UN: for a stronger Organization worldwide.
The Republic of Guatemala advocates for not merely the ministration of information regarding the actions and decision making-processes of the UN to the public, but to the active raise of interest through campaigns and educational programs, in order to create a wide civic control instance. We further solicitate the UN Secretary-General to in common agreement, name a new commissioner for the CICIG, as well as to prevent and avoid selective prosecution. We recognise that often the integrity of an UN agency can be compromised through gift-giving and receiving or external funding and donations. Especially in reference to the variety of cultural backgrounds within the UN staff and contingently the different interpretation of compromising circumstances, we view the guidelines issued by the Ethics Office as insufficient and request the provision of clearer guidelines, as well as an explicit definition of fraud. Furthermore, we appreciate that a documentation of projects is being maintained to document successes and delays. We propose widening the documentation in a way that each UN entity extensively documents its process and progress. We strive for the implementation of multiple avenues to bring forth complaints, while securing anonymity on every level possible, especially for whistle-blowers, and a full protection plan of these when anonymity cannot be secured. The individual effort of each MS and UN staff, to personally ensure and promote transparency is essential for the full achievement of the UN goals.  
III. Intensification of Efforts to Eliminate All Forms of Violence against Women
The UN continuously strives for the full implementation of human rights and the prevention of their violation. Nowadays, gender-based violations of human rights remain the most widespread type of violation. Evidence suggests, that certain characteristics of women, especially ethnicity, may increase their vulnerability to violence. A major percentage of the Guatemalan and Latin American population is indigenous and suffers from exclusion and racism which have caused a certain form of structural, legal and institutional discrimination, especially concerning women. Women and girls account for 71% of all human trafficking victims detected globally, about 75% oh which are trafficked with the purpose of sexual exploitation. Unfortunately, human trafficking of this kind is widespread in the Caribbean and Central America. 
Since less than 40% of the women who experience violence seek help of any sort, less of 10% of those seeking help by appealing to the police, the Guatemalan justice system has implemented specialised unities of victim attention, of investigation and of penal prosecution. UN-Women Guatemala closely collaborates with UN-Women and aims for the promotion of the empowerment of women to guarantee their rights, facilitating their participation and their enjoyment of the national development. UN-Women Guatemala also supports the dialogue with the State for the adoption of laws and the institutionalisation of public policies for gender equality, with special emphasis on indigenous women through technical assistance. In accordance with the Millennium Development Goal 3 concerning the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women, we extensively support the GA resolution 67/144 calling MS to empower and protect women and to ensure the longevity of the recommended measures. The Guatemalan parliament has enacted the Law to Further the Dignity and the Integral Promotion of Women, which takes into account the claims of Mayan women. It likewise implemented legal instruments, like the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Belem do Para Convention. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Republic of Guatemala urges the UN to elaborate further on the definition of violence against women, since it is insufficient to understand and recognise the different forms of harm and endangers women whose situations are not observed as easily. To facilitate the access to aid resources for women, we call on all MS to implement their existing regional laws and to train their regional police and law enforcement bodies to recognise victims and effectively provide support. We as well call for a global standard for multisectoral responses, so that services may be effective. To address and combat prevailing societal gender inequality and discrimination, we suggest the implementation of local campaigns and educational programs for the civil society in cooperation with the Mobilising Men Program. The Republic of Guatemala strives to promote equitable participation of women in all walks of national life. 
